
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

March 22, 2010 

 

TO:  UNF BOT 

FROM:  Mark E. Workman, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

RE:  Recommendation to terminate MACP 

On your agenda for the April BOT meeting you will find a recommendation to terminate our Master of 
Arts in Counseling Psychology.  What I wish to assure you of in advance is that this recommendation 
resulted from a long process of deliberation and review.  That process began in the context of the 
budget reduction that the university experienced two years ago when the overlap between our 
Psychology (MACP) and Mental Health Counseling (MHC) programs called attention to their apparent 
redundancy as unjustifiably costly.  What started as a concern over cost evolved into an even more 
profound concern about the academic viability of our counseling psychology program in light of the fact 
that its graduates are not eligible for licensure as professional counselors on as broad or as immediate a 
basis as are graduates of our CACREP-accredited mental health counseling program.  At that point the 
dean of the College of Arts and Sciences herself recommended the termination of the MACP and the 
graduate dean prepared the documentation required by our program termination policy.  The dean’s 
recommendation was affirmed by the Faculty Association before I and the president both endorsed this 
recommendation and submitted it to you for your consideration and approval.   

I would like to stress that members of the Department of Psychology, including its chair, acknowledged 
and participated in early conversations about the duplication of our counseling programs and were an 
integral part of a group that collaborated on identifying ways of preserving the two counseling 
programs, with a recognition that the CACREP-accredited program remains the most beneficial for the 
majority of our students.  It was only when it became clear that we would be putting the accreditation 
status of the MHC program at risk were we to merge the curricula and faculty of the two programs that 
the Department of Psychology objected, quite understandably, to the elimination of its own program.  
Nevertheless, that remains the prudent academic and fiscal action to take at the current time. 

Finally, I wish to emphasize that students currently enrolled in the MACP program will be permitted to 
finish their current degrees or transfer to the MHC program as they wish, and that no faculty will lose 
their positions as a result of this action. 


